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Dr. Suzanne Maiello - Rome
The dawn of psychic life; The prenatal
child’s auditory, tactile, and kinaesthetic

experience and memory of containment

The lecturer explores the prenatal origins of aspects of
postnatal psychic life, with special attention to the unborn
child’s rhythmical and auditory experiences connected in
particular with the mother’s voice. Thought is given to the
specific function of the maternal voice for the onset of proto-
mental processes. Her voice is viewed as one of the elements
which stir the prenatal child’s attention and set in train proto-
mental activity. A prenatal proto-dialogue seems even to
develop between the infant and the mother. At the tactile
and kinaesthetic level of experience, the uterine container
offers the unborn child the space for experiences which are
connected with the configuration of container/contained. These
experiences are considered to be crucial for the constitution of
a mental container capable of transforming sense impressions
into experiences which can be stored in memory.

In the light of these considerations, the authr thinks about the
possible effects of premature birth on the psychic development
of the infant, who has missed the natural duration and full
multiplicity of prenatal experiences at all levels, auditory, tactile
and kinaesthetic, which in normal circumstances prepare the
unborn child for the impact of extra-uterine life.

Dr. Suzanne Maiello - Psychoanalytic child psychotherapist and adult
analyst (AIPPI, ACP, AIPA/IAAP). Founder member and Past President
of AIPPI (ltalian Association of Psychoanalytic Child and Adolescent
Psychotherapy)

Member of ACP (Association of Child Psychotherapists, Tavistock section)
UK. Supervisor AIPPI Tavistock-model psychoanalytic child psychotherapy
training, Rome and Milan. Faculty member Master Course in Psychoanalytic
Observational Studies,University of East LondonFrances Tustin Memorial
Prize1997(Psychoanalytic Center of California).

Co-author and editor of numerous books, has published widely in leading
Italian and international psychoanalytic journals

Main areas of interest: Prenatal auditory and kinaesthetic experience and
memory, prenatal protomental development, early trauma and autistic
spectrum disorder.
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